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PEDAGOGICAL DIAGNOSTICS OF THE COGNITIVE SPHERE OF
PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE INTERACTION "CHILDREN-
PARENTS"

Abstract. The article is devoted to the problem of studying the level of formation of
humane relationships on the part of younger schoolchildren according to the criterion
“knowledge of humane relationships”. Based on the fact that "humane parent-child
relationships"” are such two - way dynamic subject-subject interpersonal connections, the basis
of which is the synthesis of moral knowledge, motives, feelings, which determines a conscious
mutual emotional and value attitude of parents and children, which is steadily manifested in real
behavior, the author defines a three-component structure of Humane relationships between
parents and children of primary school age. It contains cognitive, emotional-value, and
behavioral-activity components. Indicators of the cognitive component were determined:
knowledge and ideas of children about the moral qualities of a humane person (kindness
(cordiality), sensitivity, care, mercy, compassion, empathy); moral norms and rules of behavior
that characterize humane relationships between children and parents; awareness of the need to
perform certain duties in relation to parents, make meaningful moral decisions taking into
account specific conditions. With the help of indicators of the cognitive criterion and a set of
interrelated and complementary diagnostic methods and techniques (the author's questionnaire
method, the "choice” method — a modified version of the game test task N.Shahay "Help Petrik",
statistical methods of information processing) primary school students who participated in the
contact stage of the experiment were conditionally divided into 3 groups. The first group was
made up of primary school students who demonstrated full conscious knowledge about the
concepts of “humane”, “humane relationships”, have a thorough knowledge of the moral norms
and rules of behavior that determine humane relationships between children and parents, and
are fully aware of the need to fulfill them in relation to parents. The second group includes
children whose knowledge of the studied quality, norms of communication and behavior in the
family was not sufficiently complete, fragmentary; children of this group are characterized by an
incomplete awareness of the need to comply with certain moral norms and rules of behavior that
determine humane relationships; their statements were often evaluative in nature. The third
group was made up of schoolchildren whose answers showed the presence of incomplete and
unconscious knowledge, not realizing the need to comply with certain moral norms and rules of
behavior that determine humane relationships.

The practical significance of the article lies in the fact that its materials can be used in the
organization of educational work of general education institutions, training of teachers and
pedagogical practice of students.
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00KMOp neda2ociuHux HayK, npogecop,
Inemumym npobnem euxosanns HAIIH Ykpainu,
m.Kuig

NEJATOT'TYHA JIATHOCTUKA KOTHITUBHOI COEPU
MOJIOAIIUX IIKOJSAPIB Y B3AEMOII «JIITU-BATHBKW»

Anomauin. Cmammio npucesueno npooaemi 00CHIONCeHHs pieHs chopmosanHocmi
CYMAHHUX B3AEMUH 3 DOKY MOTOOULUX WKOAAPIE 3a Kpumepiem “‘3HankHsa npo eymanmi esaemunu”. Ha
OCHOBI M020, WO «2YMAHHI OAMbKIBCOKO-OUMSAYL 3AEMUHUY - Ye MAKI 080CMOPOHHI OUHAMIYUHI
€y0 'ekm-cyo ’eKmHi Midcocobucmi 38 's3Ku, OCHOB0I0 AKUX € CUHME3 MOPANbHUX 3HAHb, MOMUBIS,
nOuymmie, wo 3YMOGIIOE YCBIOOMIeHe 000NilIbHe eMOYIUHO-YIHHICHe CMAsieHHs OamvKig i
Odimetl, sKe CMIUKO BUABIAEMbC 6  PealbHill  NOBEOIHYI,  ABMOPOM  BUSHAYEHO
MPbOXKOMNOHEHMHY CMPYKMYPY 2YMAHHUX 63AEMUH MIXC OambKamu 1 OimbMu MOIO0OUO20
WKITbHORO0 BIKY. Bona micmumb KocHIMUeHUL, eMOYiliHO-YIHHICHULL Ma NO08edIHKO80-0IANbHICHUL
Komnonenmu. IlokasHukamu KOSHIMUEHO20 KOMNOHEHMA OYl0 8USHAYEHO: 3HAHHA MA VAGNEeHHs
dimeti nNpo MOpanbHi AKOCMI 2YMAHHOI ocobucmocmi (0obpoma (cepOeyHicmsb), yyUHiCMb,
MypOOmaUGicms, MUIOCEPOsl, CNRIBUYMMs, CHIBNEPENCUBANHHS); MOPANbHI HOpMU 1 Npasuild
NOBEOIHKU, WO XAPAKmMepusyioms 2YyMAHHI 83AEMUHU MIdC OimbMu i bamvKamu, YCEIOOMIIeHHs
HeoOXiOHOCMI BUKOHYBAMU NEGHI 0006 sI3KU CIMOCOBHO ODAMbKIB, YXBATI0BAMU OCMUCTIEH] MOPATIbHI
PiuleHHs 3 02180) HA KOHKpemHi yMosU. 3a 00noM0o2010 NOKA3ZHUKI8 KOCHIMUEHO20 Kpumepilo ma
KOMNIEKCY B83A€EMON08 I3AHUX | 63AEMOOONOBHIOIOYUX OIACHOCMUYHUX MemOoOi8 ma MemoOux
(a8mopcwvKoi’ MemoouKy aHkemy8aHHs, Memoouxu «Bubipy — moougixosano2o eapianmy iepo8o2o
mecmoeozo  3aeoanns  H Illacaii  «/onomoxcu Ilempukogiy, cmamucmuunux memooig
onpayosanHs inghopmayii) - MOLOOWUX WKONAPIS, AKI Opanu yuacms y KOHMAamysaibHOMy emani
excnepumenmy, 6yn0 ymosHo po3nodineno na 3 epynu. Ileputy epyny ckianu mMonoowsi wKoaapi, sKi
NPOOEMOHCIMPY AU HAABHICHb NOBHUX VYCBIOOMAEHUX 3HAHL NPO NOHAMMSA “‘2ymanHuil”’, “‘2yManHi
B3AEMUHU ", MAIOMb TPYHMOBHI 3HAHHS NPO MOPALbHI HOPMU I NPABUIA NOBEOTHKU, WO BUSHAUAIONb
2YMAHHI 83AEMUHU MIdIC OimbMU | DambKamu, NOBHICMIO YCEI0OMIIOI0Mb HeOOXIOHICMb GUKOHY8aMU
ix cmocosno bamokis. [Jo Opyeoi epynu nanexdcamv Oimu, 3HAHHA AKUX NPO OOCHIOHNCYBAHY AKICb,
HOPMU CHIIKY8AHHS U NOBEOTHKU 8 POOUHI BUABUTIUCL He OOCUMb NOBHUMU, YPUBUACTIUMU, O] s10imell
yiei epynu XapakmepHum € HenosHe ycei0OMIeHHsI HeOOXIOHOCME OOMPUMAHHA NeBHUX MOPATbHUX
HOPM [ Npasui no8ediHKU, W0 BUSHAYAIOMb SYMAHHI 63AEMUHU; IX BUCTIOBNIOBAHHS HACTO HOCUIU
oyinkosuti xapaxmep. Tpemro epyny ckianu wKoaapi, 8i0no8ioi AKUX 3aceiouunu npo HAs6HICMb
HeNnOBHUX [ HEeYCBIOOMNICHUX 3HAHb, He YC8IOOMIEHHS HeOOXIOHOCMI OOMPUMAHHS NEBHUX MOPATLHUX
HOPM 1 NPasuil NOBeOIHKU, WO BUSHAYAIOMb 2YMAHHI 63AEMUHUL.

Ilpaxmuune 3Hauennsa cmammi nonseae y mMomy, wo il mamepiaiu MOICYMb
BUKOPUCMOBYBAMUCS 8 Op2aHi3ayii 8UX08HOI pobomu 3aKk1adié 3a2aibHOI 0C8imu, Ni020MoBKU
neoazozie i nedazo2iuHoi nNpakmuKy cmyoeHmis.

Knrouoei cnosa: monoowi wikonapi, bamoku, 2yMaHHi 83AEMUHU, KOCHIMUBHUL Kpumepii.

Introduction. Leading place among the current educational problems in the
Ukrainian educational space is occupied by the problem of forming humane
interpersonal relationships between parents and children. A prerequisite for the

formation of such relationships is a disappointing situation of the modern family,



which, like the entire Ukrainian society, is now in a state of crisis, characterized by
an increase in psychological tension, an increase in the number of stressful
situations, a decrease in parental responsibility, an increase in alienation between
parents and children. As a result, there is an increase in consumer sentiment of
children, the level of aggression among them, the assimilation of a certain part of
children of a violent behavior model, which is subsequently reproduced as quite
acceptable in relationships with peers and the older generation. All this activates
the need to strengthen family ties, in particular, increasing the requirements for the
formation of interpersonal relationships between children and parents based on
humanistic moral values.

Goals and objectives. The purpose of the article is to highlight the results of
pedagogical diagnostics of the cognitive sphere of primary school children in
interpersonal interaction with their parents.

Result of the pedagogical diagnostics of younger schoolchildren consisted in
determining: knowledge about humanity, humane qualities (kindness, sensitivity,
care, mercy, compassion, empathy), humane relationships; awareness of moral
norms and rules of behavior that characterize the humane relationship of parents
and children and their observance in the family; conditional groups of younger
schoolchildren according to the levels of formation of Humane relationships with
parents according to the cognitive component.

Research methods.

In order to obtain reliable data on identifying the features of the cognitive
sphere of younger schoolchildren in interpersonal interaction "children-parents”,
we used a set of interrelated and complementary diagnostic methods and
techniques, in particular: the author's survey methodology [2], the "Choice"
method — a modified version of the game test task N.Shahay "Help Petrik" [2],
statistical methods of information processing.

The ascertaining stage of the experimental work covered 535 primary school
students from general education institutions in Kyiv city, Kyiv, Ternopil, Mykolaiv,

Zhytomyr and Cherkasy regions.



Research results.

Finding out the levels of formation of the manifestation of humane
relationships to parents on the part of children of primary school age, we took into
account the psycho-physiological characteristics of children of this age. In
particular, we took into account that an important feature of a child's development
at this age is a change in their social position due to the fact that the child starts
systematic learning, becomes a member of the school and class team. This leads to
a change in the system of their relationships with other people, expands and
deepens them. A child of primary school age has more opportunities for the
formation of moral qualities and positive personality traits than, let's say, a
teenager, because a primary school student is characterized by increased
emotionality, trustfulness, a tendency to imitate, suggestibility, malleability, the
presence of significant authority of adults (parents and teachers), which together
creates favorable prerequisites for the formation of Humane parent-child
relationships. However, we also took into account the fact that the character of
younger schoolchildren is characterized by impulsivity and rapid mood swings,
and actions — spontaneity and instability. Consequently, insufficient development
of volitional processes, whims, stubbornness, insufficient stability of the system of
moral qualities of younger schoolchildren can cause difficulties in forming humane
relationships between children of this age and adults, in particular, parents [2,
p.133].

Using the author's survey method [1, p. 134-135], it was found that only a small
part of younger schoolchildren (only 14.4 %) demonstrated a fairly complete
understanding of what kind of person is humane (through awareness of specific

concepts of "kindness", "responsiveness”, "mercy", "caring"”, etc.). According to the

children of this group, a kind person is a person who "loves other people", "cares

about others", "is attentive to others"; a sympathetic person — this is a "kind and well-

mannered person”," who treats others well"; a caring person — this is the one who

"cares about people and animals”, "kind in soul". In general, 53.9% of primary school

students provided correct but incomplete answers to the above questions. For



example, younger students in this group believe that a good person — this is a
"beautiful and well-mannered” (Olenka M., 1st grade), ""does not upset my mother and
teacher" (Mariika S., 3rd grade); a sympathetic person — "kind, beautiful" (Maksym
Sh., 2nd grade), "kind at heart, polite” (Nastia K., 4th grade), etc. Contradictory,
incorrect answers (or complete absence) were demonstrated by 31.7% of primary
school-age children. For example, they claimed that a good person — this is "a
cheerful person and makes everyone laugh"; a caring person — "worries adults",
"good"; 12.3% of children could not give any answer.

Formation of the knowledge of primary school students about the moral
norms and rules of behavior that characterize humane relationships was tested using
the "Choice" method — a modified version of the game test task N.Shahay "Help
Petrik" [3, p. 34-35].

The distribution of primary school students by levels of knowledge formation
about the norms and rules of Humane interaction (according to the test method

"Help Petrik™ is presented in Table. 1

Table 1
Levels of awareness of knowledge by younger students
about the norms of Humane interaction in the family, %
Levels 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Total
Grades | grade grade grade grade
High (thorough correct 12.1 12.3 13.3 14.0 12.7
knowledge, full motivated
assessment of the situation,
awareness of the need to perform
certain responsibilities in the
family)
Average (fragmented knowledge, 525 52.1 51.6 52.3 52.4
incomplete motivated assessment
of the situation, incomplete
awareness of the performance of
responsibilities in the family)




Low (incomplete knowledge, 35.4 35.6 35.1 33.7 34.9
inability to formulate their own
assessment of the situation,
complete lack of understanding of
their responsibilities in the family)

So, according to the criterion "knowledge and ideas about humane qualities
and humane relationships”, 3 groups of younger schoolchildren were conditionally
distinguished.

The first group was made up of children of primary school age, who
showed the presence of full conscious knowledge about humane qualities, basic
moral norms and rules of behavior that characterize the humane relationship
between parents and children; awareness of the need to perform certain duties in
relation to parents. There were 13.4% of such children. This group of children
corresponded to a high level of formation of the manifestation of Humane
relationships to parents in the cognitive component.

The 2nd group (53.2%) includes children of primary school age, whose
knowledge of humane qualities, basic moral norms and rules of behavior in the
family, which determine the humane relationship between parents and children, was
not sufficiently complete and conscious; their statements were often evaluative in
nature. This group of children corresponded to the average level of formation of the
manifestation of humane relationships to parents according to the criterion of
"knowledge and understanding of humane relationships”.

The 3rd group (corresponds to a low level) includes children of primary
school age who have demonstrated incomplete and unconscious knowledge or
complete lack of it regarding humane qualities and humane relationships and the
corresponding rules of behavior in the family. There were 33.4% of such children.

So, it can be stated that in general, children of primary school age are
characterized by insufficient formation of the cognitive sphere in interpersonal
interaction "children-parents".

Discussion. Today we have a problematic socio-pedagogical situation in the

family, the essence of which is that, on the one hand, society needs to reproduce



not only the physical and intellectually developed, but also the socially,
humanistically oriented young generation, and on the other, the number of families
IS growing that are not able to reproduce it in the current social conditions, to
ensure the material and spiritual interests of children and parents in accordance
with the humanistic needs of today. Difficulties in relations with children lead to
the emergence of pedagogically insolvent families, in which parents try to show
some activity in their upbringing, but do it clumsily. The educational impact is
marked by inconsistency and is pedagogically unfounded. Most often, these
parents are guided by their own experience, which they acquired in childhood in
the parent family (authoritarian style, restriction of freedom, threats and
punishments or permissiveness, indulgence of whims). This does not take into
account that for the most part, parental attitudes and patterns of behavior due to
inconsistency and confusion contain not only direct content, but also many hidden
connotations, which causes a distorted perception of reality by the child, causes
emotional disorders in them, leads to internal and external conflicts.

Therefore, modern research is urgently needed that would solve an important
problem of forming humane interpersonal relationships between family members,
in particular, between parents and children. This thesis is consistent with the
Concept of a "New Ukrainian school™ (2016), which, in particular, focuses on the
new content of education, based on partnerships between students, teachers and
parents, understanding the family as a subject of self-development and self-
regulation, a system that has its own structural, functional and genetic connections
[5].

The development of a child's cognitive sphere largely depends on the
characteristics of their interpersonal contacts with his parents. In particular,
researchers of the problems of family education of children L. Gonchar, L.
Kanishevskaia, R. Malynoshevskyi, V. Shakhrai [1;2;6;7] claim that in families
where the relationship between parents and children is marked by sensitivity and
cordiality, respect and love, children are more effectively formed positive qualities

— benevolence, empathy, the ability to resolve conflict situations, and so on.



Children from these families are more likely to be adequately aware of their image
of the “I”, its integrity. Due to their sociability, these children are able to join peer
groups in an active and positive form (with an authoritarian type of attitude of

parents to children, the formation of these qualities can take distorted forms).

The scientific value for our research is the consideration of a humanistic
model of family relationships. The analysis of studies on the problem shows that in
western psychology this direction is represented by the concepts of A. Adler, R.
Dreikurs, R. Campbell, A. Maslow, K. Rogers and others.

The humanism of education and training is considered by R. Dreikurs and
K. Rogers as a rejection of compulsion, authoritarianism and imperativeness, by
which we understand the peremptory fulfillment by students of the requirements of
teachers or parents. The humanistic attitude of an adult to a child, according to the
scientist, is manifested in the creation of such conditions of upbringing when it
becomes conscious, free and independent. It logically follows that by their humane
activities, the teacher and parents will encourage the child to consciously learn.
Thus, we share the researcher's opinion that under the influence of humanistic
motives of training and upbringing, a free person is brought up who is able to
adapt independently in a team and society. That is, a person's lifestyle is formed on
the basis of the right of their free choice, responsibility for the consequences of

personal actions [8; 9].
The results of our research [1;6] show that in recent years there has been an

increase in certain positive trends in the educational potential of the Ukrainian
family. First, the number of parents who prefer a democratic style of family
education is increasing. Secondly, there is an activation of the desire of parents to
improve the level of their pedagogical culture as a prerequisite for building
favorable relations with children, improving their upbringing. Third, such a positive
trend as the involvement of parents (dads) in the life of their child is increasing. If
earlier the father was considered only an assistant to the mother, now he appears as a
"full-fledged" father, whose contribution to education is not limited to the functions

of teaching and control, but also contains emotional communication with the child,



starting from the first days of their life. The new model of fatherhood has a positive
impact on the personal development of children of both sexes, ensures self-
realization as an individual, and contributes to the full development of society as a
whole.

Conclusions. The article highlights certain positions of pedagogical
diagnostics of primary school children on the problem of forming humane
interpersonal relationships in the family.

The reliability of the research methods used is confirmed by the results of
experimental activities, comparison of the research results with other samples,
which allowed us to identify the main problems, trends and ways to solve them.

According to the results of our research, it was found that the most numerous is
the group of primary school children who are characterized by fragmented knowledge,
incomplete motivated assessment of the situation, incomplete awareness of the
performance of duties in the family (the average level of formation of Humane parent-
child relationships according to the cognitive criterion indicators). The number of
younger students who demonstrated incomplete knowledge, inability to formulate their
own assessment of the situation, and complete lack of understanding of their
responsibilities in the family turned out to be quite significant. It was established that
the reason for this is the presence of a number of shortcomings in the family upbringing
of children of the studied category, namely: hyper- or hypo- care over children, inability
to solve conflict situations, lack of a reasonable combination of love and demands on
the child, low level of parental competence, insufficient educational and pedagogical
potential, authoritarian communication style, inability to intelligently organize family
life, etc.

The practical significance of the article lies in the fact that its materials can
be used in the organization of educational work of general education institutions,
in the process of pedagogical practice of students.

The conducted research does not exhaust all aspects of the problem under
study. Further study requires formation of Humane relationships in different types of

families, study of the problem of interpersonal relationships between parents and



children in the interaction of family and school; formation of humane relationships

in different types of families.
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