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Abstract.  This is an introductory text to a collection of papers from the ICHTML 2020: The International 
Conference on History, Theory and Methodology of Learning, which held in Kryvyi Rih State Pedagogical 
University, Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, on the May 13-15, 2020. It consists of short introduction, conference review 
and some observations about the event and its future. 

Introduction : from social distancing to 
distant learning  
The rapid spread of the coronavirus that causes COVID-
19 has sparked worldwide alarm and media hype [1]. In 
the Ukraine, the Ministry of Healthcare is advising people 
to be prepared for disruptions to daily life that will be 
necessary if the coronavirus spreads within communities. 
On March 11, 2020 the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine 
introduced a three-week nationwide quarantine in 
connection with a pandemic, and all public events in the 
country have been canceled: “In accordance with the 
article 29 of the Law of Ukraine On Protection of the 
population from the infectious diseases to prevent the 
spread in the territory of Ukraine of coronavirus Covid-19 
and considering the decision of the State Commission on 
technogeneous and ecological security and emergency 
dated March 10, 2020, the Cabinet of Ministers ordered to 
initiate the quarantine from March 12 until April 3, 2020” 
[2]. 

In 1665, following an outbreak of the bubonic plague 
in England, Cambridge University closed its doors, 
forcing Isaak Newton to return home to Woolsthorpe 
Manor. It was a version of “social distancing” of 17th 
century, a public health tool making a comeback this year 
as school and universities, including Kryvyi Rih State 
Pedagogical University, send people home to try to slow 
the spread of the novel coronavirus. 

Without his professors to guide him, Newton 
apparently thrived: the papers he wrote on mathematical 
problems he had begun at Cambridge became early 
calculus; the experiments with a prisms in his bedroom 
give us the theories on optics; and even apple tree inspired 
the gravity laws: “ In the year he retired again from 
Cambridge on account of the plague to his mother in 
Lincolnshire & whilst he was musing in a garden it came 
into his thought that the same power of gravity (which 
made an apple fall from the tree to the ground) was not 
limited to a certain distance from the earth but must 
extend much farther than was usually thought – Why not 
as high as the Moon said he to himself” [3]. 

“Newton returned to Cambridge in 1667, theories in 
hand. Within six months, he was made a fellow; two years 
later, a professor. So if you’re working or studying from 
home over the next few weeks, perhaps remember the 
example Newton set”, wrote Gillian Brockell for The 
Washington Post’s history blog [4]. 

These risk-control decisions [2] have temporary led 
millions of students in Ukraine and other countries into 
massive open distance learning using contemporary 
educational technologies (Fig. 1): 

1. To help minimize the impact of the coronavirus 
outbreak on students, the Coursera community is 
launching Coursera Coronavirus Response Initiative, a 
global effort to assist universities and colleges to deliver 
courseware online [5]. Educational institutions may enroll 
students in 3800 courses and 400 specializations through 
July 31, 2020 free of charge. 

2. University of Massachusetts Amherst plans to shift 
their instruction to an online modality and help students 
to continue making progress in their studies with 
disruption-resilient instruction [6]. Instructors are asked 
to follow next steps: 
– use the Learning Management Systems (LMS) of 
Moodle and Blackboard for communicating with students 
about your course; 
– use the LMS to share course content, such as lecture 
notes, PowerPoint slides, assignments, and other course 
materials that can be uploaded to LMS course site; 
– use Zoom to stream or record class lectures: faculty 
members may choose to schedule a Zoom class meeting 
with their students during their normally scheduled course 
day/time (these Zoom class lectures can also be recorded 
to be viewed at a later time if desired); 
– adapt the course content, pedagogy, and assessment, if 
necessary, to fit this new modality of instruction. 

The base of learning technologies is learning sciences, 
an interdisciplinary field that works to critical theoretical 
understanding of cognition and learning as well as design 
and implementation of learning innovations, and the 
improvement of learning/instructional methodologies. 
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