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The relevance of study of the social and
psychological factors of children’s adoption effi-
ciency in the Ukraine and abroad motivated by
the increasing number of failed adoptions cases,
which lead to psycho trauma of adults and chil-
dren, and sometimes has tragic consequences.
The necessity to research the problems is also
caused by the fact that in Ukraine, as well as
around the world, every year the number of fami-
lies who cannot have children is increasing, as

well as the number of children, who because of

identification of the child and self-

certain circumstances stay without a family. The
analysis of psychological, medical and sociologi-
cal studies revealed that childlessness often leads
to conflict between a couple and the subsequent
break of family relations. [1, 2, 3, 4] However,
for any society or state is important not only to
ensure the stability of the family and abandon-
ment of poverty, but creating such environment
where a child would live and grow up with loving
parents who primarily operate in the best interests

of the child, maintain stable and favorable condi-
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tions of life and mental development. So a family,
that adopts a child, felt that their family is having
a baby through their hearts and they certainly
took it as their biological.

Exploring social and psychological factors
of children’s adoption effectiveness in Ukraine,
that the

psychological readiness of a family for the

we have found exactly socio-
parenthood and its psychological maturity will
provide positive result in the adoption process
and further successful adaptation of children in a
new family that will reduce the number of reor-
phaning of children.

The purpose of the article is to isolate
and systematically describe the factors that lead
to the decision to adopt a child and have a posi-
tive impact on the occurrence of the family motif
for adoption, which in the future will ensure the
effectiveness of children adoption, successful ad-
aptation to a new family and their socialization in
the society.

Theoretical basis of the research.

Today in the Ukraine the institution of
adoption, as a socio-psychological phenomenon
is unexplored, it is primarily due to the complexi-
ty and closeness of the adoption process, lack of
psychological preparedness of the researched
problem as scientific. In the study of psychologi-
cal readiness of parents to adoption is important
not only parents age, their housing and living
conditions, financial situation, but more their so-
cial maturity, awareness, acceptance of non-

native children. It should be emphasized that in
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the conclusion provision of the Ukrainian citizens
«On their possibility to be adoptive parents» ex-
actly the psychological maturity of a couple bare-
ly studied, the survey is done without considering
the social and psychological characteristics of a
couple. Unlike foreign practice, in the Ukraine
adoption is confined to determining housing and
living conditions of the spouses (usually only af-
ter one visit of a family), the analysis of the phys-
ical health of the spouses, the identification of
their income, as well as the wishes of gender, age
and desired child health. However, the compo-
nent on parenting awareness and willingness to
adopt a child is not studies.

Therefore, in the Ukraine, a lot of Ukrain-
ian families in motivating the adoption, demon-
strate their psychological unpreparedness for
parenthood, and expressed a desire for selfish
gratification above all their needs and fantasies.
Psychological evidence of this can be found in
statistics on adoption of children, especially in
statistics the reduce of the number of adoptions of
children and the increase of the number of cases
of unsuccessful adaptation of children and the
revocation of the adoption, and the return of chil-
dren to boarding schools.

Thus, in 2010 there were adopted 3449
were children, and according to 39 were conduct-
ed with respect to the abolition of adoption and
the children returned to the institution, adopted in
2011, 3084 children and were cancelled 48, in
2012, adopted 2822 children, cancellations of the
adoptions 34.
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It is known that an important social envi-
ronment for the development of the child as a
person is a family. It is not only a special micro
society, but at the same time the primary natural
form of educational influence on children. Family
is one of the major institutions of socialization
that turns a child from biological beings into a
social one, brings her human values, moral and
cultural norms of behavior. In the family a child
learns to adapt to the social environment, to build
its relationship, show emotions and feelings. The
family is the best to realize the individual ap-
proach to its development as a person.

The research object and its methods: a
study of families that have adopted children and
have passed a stage of adaptation. From the re-
search and observation is evident that adaptation
in selected families was successful. Studying this
group of families with adopted children and the
experience of the participant observation, social-
psychological analysis of documents from organ-
izations and social support for adoption in
Ukraine, the method of semi-structured inter-
views, in addition method was used like case
(case study), which made it possible to specify
the motivation to adopt children by different fam-
ilies. The study was conducted at the residence of
families.

Selection of households was carried out
by making contacts with adoptive parents while
working in the Center of Adoption of the Minis-
try of Education and Science of Ukraine. We also

take into account the current legislation on adop-
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tion secrecy and desire of families to participate
in the study. It spread to 60 families in five re-
gions of Ukraine Vinnytska , Dnipropetrovska,
Rivne, Zhytomyr and Lugansk, during which ac-
centuated the emphasis on identifying the mo-
tives of Ukrainian citizens to adopt children. We
also pursued the goal to study the problems faced
by families in the adoption process and identify
ways to improve this situation in the future,
which may reduce the number of adoption can-
cellations.

The results of the study.

The study revealed that most of prospec-
tive parents making decisions about a child adop-
tion deem it necessary to get the first information
about the causes of child’s desertion, that it to
learn the history of life, the history of her biologi-
cal family.

So among the surveyed 33% indicated
that they adopt it at the time such information
about the child was «very important». However,
the majority noted that biological factors they do
not have any significant value and do not affect
the decision to adopt. Basically when deciding to
rely on their emotions, feelings and visual per-
ception of the child. A large number of families
who noted the importance of the child's biologi-
cal origin derived from Vinnytska, Rivne and
Zhytomyr regions. Families of Dnepropetrovsk
and Lugansk regions did not pay attention to bio-
logical significance.

Another important factor to the child’s

adoption was a physical and mental condition of
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the child. It was noted by 88% of the subjects
who stressed that information about the child's
health is «very important2» and 12 % noted that
it was «need".

Our working experience with married
couples wishing to adopt a child says that first of
all the idea of a child adoption to their families
comes from childless marriages, while adoption
is a means of personal needs: preservation of a
family, stabilization of the marital relationship,
such family pursue a personal goal — to make
your home life more meaningful and have
«continuationy in children.

During the study the couples were asked
the question «Who initiated the adoption of a
child speaking?» Out of the 60 families, it was
found that women are three times more likely to
take the initiative to adopt than men. (78% and
22% respectively). However, the final decision on
the adoption of a child, in most cases estimated,
made together by a husband and wife (75%), and
together with all family members 25% (spouse,
biological or adopted children, grandparents).
Such statistics observed in almost all areas at a
statistical level.

The decision on the adoption is very im-
portant and difficult, it is impossible without the
understanding and support of a family and
friends. Therefore, among the group, 90% of the
respondents openly discussed the issue of adop-
tion with a family, friends, and only 10% took the
decision with a close circle (husband-wife). In

this case, 3 % had deliberately changed their resi-
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dence to preserve the secrecy of adoption in the
future.

The results of the interview showed that
75 % of households previously pondered the de-
cision about the adoption. Some families came to
this decision from three to ten years (including 82
% - a family with no children of their own). Thus
25% of the families decided to adopt a child
spontaneously under the influence of passion,
seeing miserable «good kid». For example, under
the influence of these experiences was adopted an
orphaned child of a friend of the family from the
village. Almost all of these families already have
their own biological children or adoption was re-
peated.

But in addition to relatives, friends and
acquaintances influence on the decision to adopt
and its further process is influenced by other fac-
tors. In particular, the appeal to the state regard-
ing the preparation of documents for adoption,
and the search for a child. The vast majority of
respondents (88%) said that they had a positive
impression on the first communication with rele-
vant officials and work with them. Yet 12% of
respondents said that the first appeal to them felt
indifference on the part of employees and to some
extent even aggression, but this did not affect the
willingness to adopt a child.

So, childless families and a child without
a family are insufficient for a good start of adop-
tion. The approach to the adoption of a child
should be weighed considering on interaction of

many factors, including psychological readiness,
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family consent, the surrounding community, edu-
cation and living conditions of future parents and
others. Therefore, understanding the concept of
«adoptiony the family associates with the level of
awareness and parenting becomes an important
factor in shaping the identity of the individual
adults and their psychological readiness to create
a new family.

Successful adaptation of the adopted
child is one of the most important factors and
stages of entering the child in the family, because
it is one of the first institutions of socialization of
the child in the new society (E.A. Arkin, LS.
Kon, M.I. Lysina, G. M. Bevz, A. O. Rean, J.L.
Kolomynskyi and others).

Therefore, a major and significant factor
that significantly affects the process of entering
the child to the family is the process of adapting
to new conditions of life, psychological adjust-
ment of contact between the adoptive parents, a
society and a child. The beginning of the estab-
lishment of such connection is first acquaintance
of the family with a child.

Exploring the experiences of adoptive
from the first meeting with the child, we found
that it is mainly positive, since 15 % of them
were already familiar with children (children of
relatives or fellow villagers, a common medical
treatment and future biological child adopted,
etc.). Other (85%) of families have expressed
various emotions, sometimes polar, anxiety to
some spiritual growth, from excitement to joy

and peace. Among the subjects the majority 54%
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adopted a child after they first saw and chose to
adopt, 34 % adopted a child in three — five at-
tempts.

Other 12 % of families found a child
after six — eight months mainly focused on the
favored stereotypes. For example, a girl 2-3 years
old, healthy, «blond», an orphan, with «good ge-
netics», with some «zodiac sign», etc.

Among the 34% of families failed after
the first time to adopt a child according to a num-
ber of reasons:

- They felt no attachment to the child
(saw the difference between the photo and the
actual questionnaire on child, did not meet the
child's age, did not like the child’s hair, etc.
13%);

- Take a positive decision prevented the
diagnosis of the child (41%);

- The child did not get in contact with
adoptive parents (12%);

- Scared of information on adverse bio-
logical family of the child (34%).

So, the answer to the question: «What is
the most significant information appeared to
adopt a child?» Most families have noted that in
the first place is a mental and physical health of
the child, and then rated a «hereditary factors»
that causes the release of a biological child fami-
ly and the health of their biological parents. Also
noted significant «Benvironmental factors», fea-
tures the previous place of residence of the child
(family shelter, boarding, etc.). These data make

it possible to predict future social factors that can

Psychological Journal: Scientific Journal of G.S. Kostiyk Institute of
Psychology, National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine

Ne 1 (3) 2016 http://ua.appsyjournal.com/



ISSN 2414-004X

determine a family decision about adoption.

Another factor that showed a high ranking
in the motives of adoptive parents and their rela-
tion was a child character, the range of his inter-
ests, habits (it was important for 53% of
adopters). Additionally, 65 % of parents were in-
terested in how much the child wants to be adopt-
ed and to live with another family, information
about the religion of children, the possession by
children of some hosing or property interested
only 2 % of potential parents.

This object — oriented motivation was
partly due to the fact that in the Ukraine the mar-
riage is not sufficient trained to the adoption and
there is no mechanism to assess the social and
psychological readiness for adoptive parents to
adopt, which is one of the key factors of success-
ful process for adoption and further joint adapta-
tion.

Through the successful adaptation of the
adopted child must learn the traditions, culture,
social experience, a new system of social rela-
tions of the family. As a result, it is becoming so-
cially adapted not only to the family, but also out-
side of it, which makes it possible to successfully
adapt to the mesolevels of socialization (street,
school, work) and adjust to macro society.

Application of the case showed a variety
of adopting motivations, among which often ap-
pear infantile, immature adults need fixed on
some cherished landmarks, childhood memories,
unrealized own needs, the blind following of the

different nature of stereotypes:
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«..... just want to adopt a baby girl 8-9
months old, zodiac sign Aries, the eyes are blue
and

and white tresses

healthy ....»;

curly completely

«..... want a boy 5 years old with great
legs, palms wide and had binding good health and
strong constitution. We live in the countryside,
we need a strong and hard-working kid, so not to
bother with additional treatment ...... »;

«... I want a girl 3 years old only. I
brought a photo of the child who died, the adopt-
ed one must look like her and it must be
healthy ....»;

«... I want a girl just 2 years old, com-
pletely healthy and looked like me or my hus-
band. The child must be of good genetics and
willing to music lessons, and necessarily must
have long fingers, I want her to become a pianist.
I could not do it as a child ...».

Conclusion from these immature adults
harassment may be the main guideline for a com-
plete diagnosis of adoption motives for the future
parents — adoptive parents. The effectiveness of
the adoption process is the result of conscious
parenting, which requires to meet the needs of
children and their psychological maturity to cre-
ate a new family. These examples show that so-
cial and psychological readiness of candidates for
adoption may be primitive, immature understand-
ing. Therefore, in examining the motives must be
involved a psychologist and a social worker. Be-
cause of insufficient and in some cases, inappro-

priate social-psychological examination, and sub-
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sequently support families who adopt children,
increases the number of failures with adopted
children, leading to cancellations and adoptions
as a result of repeated orphaning.

In this case, should be encouraged to
carry out examination of the real willingness of
family to adopt and a child and psychodiagnostic
during the preparation and collection of docu-
ments of candidates, that is, before the issuance
of a final conclusion about the possibility of be-
ing their adoptive parents. It is not accidently that
compared with the abolition of foreign decisions
on the adoption, much more such cancellations in
Ukrainian families. According to statistics for
2010 in the Ukraine was canceled or invalidated
39 adoptions of children — orphans and children
left without parental care. Out of these, 36 in re-
spect of Ukrainians and only 3 foreigners. Ac-
cordingly, in 2011, abolished 48 including 44
against citizens of Ukraine and foreigners 4 . In
2012, canceled 34 of these 27, the national of
Ukraine and 7 against foreigners.

Conclusions: Thus, in the course of the
study it was found that the implementation of a
real examination of a family readiness for the
adoption of psychodiagnostic during the prepara-
tion and collection of documents would allow
candidates to isolate and systematically describe
the factors that encourage the family to decide on
the adoption and have positive effect on the oc-
currence of the motif in the family for adoption.
The above will ensure in the further the effective-

ness of the adoption, successful adaptation to a
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new family of children and their socialization in
society. The study singles out three key factors
that affect the willingness and forming opinions
for adoption: social factors (family environment,
community, family, etc.), factors of economic
independence (own home, work, etc.), adminis-
trative factors (communication with employees,
preparation of search documents for the child,
etc.). Also, the survey singled out three main rea-
sons that encourage the adoption of a child is the
absence or inability to have children of their own,
a desire to help a child, and religious motives.
Therefore, considering the above we can
note that it is the social and psychological readi-
ness for parenthood family, its psychological ma-
turity, positive motivation will provide the suc-
cessful walk through the adoption process in the
new families that will reduce the number of re-

orphaning of children.
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SUCCESSFUL ADAPTATION OF THE
ADOPTED CHILD AS A FACTOR OF SO-
CIALIZATION

ABSTRACT

The article shows that the effectiveness of
the adoption and successful, the further socializa-
tion of the child in her new environment provided
with the complex of the socio-psychological
measures which intensify awareness of adults
own ability to implementation on parental roles
as to adopted a child, contributing to a successful
adaptation of the child and provides socialization
support to the newly established family.

Theoretical analysis of scientific problems
has allowed to define the essential content and
analyze the theoretical-methodological basis of
research of the adoption as a form of formation
and development of families with unrelated chil-
dren, to highlight the main stages of socio-
psychological process of adoption, predicting that
for efficiency, directs the work of relevant social-
psychological services to the permanent accom-
paniment and support for newly formed families
in the successful adaptability in adoptions.

In the article highlights the problem of
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empirical research in which adoption is seen as a
socio-psychological process aimed at four direc-
tions, where the first points to the meet the needs
of adults in the roles of father-mother, the second
- to the protection, care, and education of or-
phaned child, the third - the formation of family
system of the unrelated child in the new of her
part, and the fourth - to support the cyclical pro-
cess of social development according to the socio
-approved values that transmitted between the
generations interaction of the family environ-
ment. Compiled according to the scheme of cor-
relation indicates delimitation of the towards of
adoption according to the value orientation of
object achievements in the development of the
family system as a factor of efficiency adoption
and promotes successful socialization of the child
in the new social environment.

The developed prospect of further re-
search work to deepen the study of the processes
of entry ethnic-cultural, religious, consumer iden-
tification of children of all ages with their parents
- adoptive parents (in attitudes, abilities, skills,
activities, tastes, body language) by various psy-
chological mechanisms of inheritance adults and
siblings on finding out of the role of the influence
of social-psychological factors to ensure of suc-

cessful socialization of children after adoption.

Keywords: adoption, socialization, identi-

fication of the child and self-determination.
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Menvnuuyk Temana leaniena

Kanouoam ncuxonoziunux nayk, cmapuwiuil HayKosuii cnis-

pobimHux, nabopamopii opeauizayiinoi ma coyianbHOI

ncuxonoeii Incmumymy ncuxonoeii imeni I.C. Kocmioka
HAIIH Ykpainu, m. Kuise (Vxpaina)

BIAJIA ATAIITAIS JTUTUHU ITICJIS
YCHUHOBJIEHHA SIK YMHHUK II COIIIA-
JIIBALII

Anomauin. Y po0OOTi BUCBITIEHO TTpoOIeMy BJia-
JOi comiammizamiss JUTUHU TICNIs YCHHOBJICHHS.
EMmipuyHuM JOCIIDKEHHAM MiATBEPKEHO, 1110
BJajla colliaii3amis IATHHU 3aJ€KUTh Bia BiaIoO-
BiJTHOI MiATOTOBKU CIM'T O MpPOLIECy YCHHOBIIEH-
HS JIe YCUHOBJICHHS PO3TIIAAETHCS SIK KOMILJIEKC
COLIITBHO-TICUXOJIOTIYHUX 3aXOJIiB, SIKi CIIPSIMO-
BaHl y YOTHPHOX HAMpsIMKaXx, JI€ MEepIINil BKazye
Ha 33J0BOJICHHSI TOTPed TOpOCIuX B OATHKIBCHKO
-MaTePUHCHKUX POJISIX, APYTUHA — HA 3aXHUCT, JO-
IS Ta BUXOBAHHS OCHPOTIIOI IUTHHH, TPETIH —
Ha (hopMyBaHHS CIMEHHOI CUCTEMHU 3 HEKPEBHOIO
JUTHHOIO B YMOBAaxX HOBOTO il CKJIaay, a 4eTBEp-
TUN — Ha MIATPUMKY LUKIIYHUX MPOLECIB CYCIIi-
JBHOTO PO3BUTKY 3TiJTHO COLaJIbHO-CXBaJIEHUX
IIHHOCTEH, 10 TPAHCIIOIOTHCS Yepe3 MIKIIOKO-

JIHHY B3a€MO/III0 CIMEIHOTO OTOYEHHS.

Knrwwuosi cnosa: mipuiiHATTA, colliaiiza-

1is, 11eHTUdiKais JUTUHYU 1 CAMOBU3HAYECHHS.
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Menvnuuyk Tamvana Heanoena

Kanouoam ncuxonocuueckux Hayk, cmapuwiuii HayyHuli
COmMPYOHUK, 1a60pamopull OpeaHU3AYUOHHOU U COYUATb-
Hou ncuxonozuu Hucmumyma ncuxonozuu umenu I.C. Koc-
miwoxa HAITH Ykpaunei, 2. Kues (Vkpauna)

YCIHEIIHASA AZAIITAHUSA PEBEH-
KA ITOCJIE YCBIHOBJIEHU A KAK ®AK-
TOP EI'O COIUAJIM3ALIMN

Annomauusn. B pabote ocBelieHa Tpo-
Onema ynauHOW conuanu3anus pedeHka mocie
YCBHIHOBJIGHHUS. OMIUPUYECKUM HCCIIEI0BAHUEM
MIOATBEPXKJIEHO, YTO yJIayHas coLUalu3alus pe-
OeHKa 3aBUCHT OT COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH MOATOTOB-
KM CEMbHU K IIPOLIECCY YCHIHOBJICHUS I'/I€ YChIHOB-
JIEHUE PacCMaTPUBAETCS, KAK KOMIUIEKC COLlUaIIb-
HO-TICUXOJIOTUYECKUX MEpOINPUATUH, IpeCTaB-
JEHBII B YETBIPEX HAIPABIICHUAX, TNl IMEPBBIN
YKa3blBa€T Ha YJOBJIETBOPEHHE MOTpeOHOCTEN
B3POCJIBIX B POAMUTEIBCKHUX POJISAX, BTOPOM - Ha
3alUTY, YXOJ U BOCIIMTAaHHUE OCHUPOTEBLIETO pe-
OeHka, TpeTudl - Ha (QOpMHUpPOBaHUE CEMEHHOU
CHUCTEMBI C HEKPOBHBIM PEOEHKOM B YCIOBHAX
HOBOTO COLIaJIbHOTO OKPY)KEHUS, a YETBEPTHI -
B MOAJIEPKKY IUKJINYECKHX IMPOLECCOB OOIIecT-
BEHHOIO  PAa3BUTHUS  COIJIaCHO  COLIMAJIBHO-
0J100pPEHHBIX IIEHHOCTEH, TPAHCIUPYEMBIX MEXKIY
B3aUMO/ICVICTBUEM ITOKOJIEHUN B CEMEMHOM OKpY-

KECHHUMU.

Knrouegvle cnosa: npunsTHE, COLUATU3A-
1y, uaeHTugukanus pebeHKa U camoorpeesne-

HHUC.
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