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Abstract. The article emphasizes that an essential aspect of the educational process is the
development and education of the younger generation based on the cultural heritage of their native people,
fostering children’s understanding of their own identity within their national community.

The purpose of the article is to substantiate the structure of the process for forming national identity
among students of institutions of out-of-school education. In line with this purpose, the tasks addressed
included justifying the effectiveness of decorative and applied arts as a means of forming national identity
among students of institutions of out-of-school education, revealing the content of the main blocks of the
model for forming national identity among students of institutions of out-of-school education through
decorative and applied arts.

To address the research tasks, we used theoretical methods of analysis, synthesis, and generalization
to develop a model of the educational process aimed at forming national identity among students in
institutions of out-of-school education.

It is confirmed that the specific goal of Ukrainian education is to construct a state-oriented
worldview, where an individual connects their fate and personal happiness with their well-ordered state,
founded on strong moral principles and respected laws. Our education system must be modern — grounded in
the spiritual strength of its tradition yet oriented toward the current needs of our society and in line with
European educational standards. A structural-functional model of forming national identity among students
of institutions of out-of-school education through decorative and applied arts has been developed.

The conclusions highlight the need to develop new content for out-of-school educational programs.
Nowadays, it is essential to outline ways to implement ethnocultural activities in out-of-school education in
the context of various directions of educational activities focused on the development of folk crafts, the
search for effective methods for educating individuals in the dynamic conditions of today, and the
experimental refinement of ways to achieve this through ethnocultural means.

Key words: national identity, institutions of out-of-school education, model, decorative and applied
arts, educational process.
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Introduction. In today’s rapidly developing technological landscape and expansive
information space, an essential aspect of the educational process is to raise the younger generation
grounded in their people’s cultural heritage and foster students’ understanding of their identity as
part of a national community. A specific goal of Ukrainian education is cultivating a state-cantered
worldview, where individuals associate their destiny and personal happiness with a well-ordered
national state.

Forming national identity among citizens is a critical prerequisite for the existence of
Ukraine as a sovereign and independent state capable of defending its territorial integrity, protecting
national interests, and integrating with Europe.

In modern science, Ukrainian national identity is defined by four characteristics: ethnic
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origin and self-identification, awareness of a shared historical destiny and temporal perspective with
other members of the Ukrainian ethnic group, engagement with the Ukrainian cultural and
informational space, and conscious efforts to promote Ukrainian culture. Additionally, other
indicators suggest that in Ukraine’s current stage of development, national identity is rooted in
culture, language, and religion. These traits are markers and determinants of an individual’s
Ukrainian national identity. Therefore, this research considers Ukrainian national identity as an
individual’s sense of belonging to the Ukrainian state and nation, understanding the nation as a
unified entity represented by distinctive traditions, culture, language, and historical memory.

The effectiveness of forming national identity among students of institutions of out-of-
school education through decorative and applied arts is driven by the richness of the content, forms,
and methods of educational activities in hobby clubs and creative associations. The role and
importance of out-of-school education in personal development are strengthened by its contribution
to fostering spirituality and morality, satisfying diverse interests, stimulating the growth of creative
talents and individuality, and connecting children to universal and national culture.

Aim and tasks. The purpose of this article is to substantiate the structure of the educational
process for forming national identity among students of institutions of out-of-school education.

In line with this purpose, the following tasks were addressed: to argue the effectiveness of
decorative and applied arts as a means of forming national identity among students of institutions of
out-of-school education, to elucidate the content of the main components of the model for forming
national identity in these students through decorative and applied arts.

Research methods. To address the research tasks, theoretical methods of analysis,
synthesis, and generalization are used to construct a model of the educational process for forming
national identity among students of institutions of out-of-school education.

Research results. Since the late 18th century, the Russian Empire and from 1922, the Soviet
Union have been shaping an imperial memory policy. What does this mean? Memory policy refers
to actions aimed at managing collective memory and public consciousness. In the case of Russia, it
involved glorifying the Russian people while diminishing and absorbing other ethnic groups.
Ukraine also felt the consequences of such a policy: a significant portion of Ukrainians did not
consider Ukrainian literature, songs, or art significant, instead consuming Russian cultural products.
The new calendar of historical holidays and collective traditions introduced during the Soviet era
replaced the daily habits and rituals of the Ukrainian people.

However, everything began to change with Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
People’s attitudes toward studying Ukrainian history, art, language, and national origins started
shifting.

According to the Ukrainian Center for Economic and Political Studies named after O.
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Razumkov [8], compared to previous years, the proportion of those who take pride in Ukraine’s

state language has increased (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Attitude towards the state language (according to the Ukrainian Center for Economic and
Political Research named after O. Razumkov) [8].

From 24.5% in 2021 to 28 % in 2022, the share of those who support defining the
Ukrainian nation as an ethnic community (based on the presence of Ukrainians among their
ancestors) has increased. However, the most popular definition of the nation was in 2006, when
34 % of respondents agreed with it. To a lesser extent (from 18 % in 2021 to 21 % in 2024), the
share of those who support a cultural definition of the nation has grown, where the key factors are
speaking Ukrainian, following national traditions, and raising children in them. There has also been
an increase in demand for Ukrainian-language songs and folk art products. Ethnic motifs, products,
and gifts in the Ukrainian national style are trending.

Since the start of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, 9 out of 10 Ukrainians have begun
listening to more national songs. According to analysts, music and preferences in Ukraine have
changed significantly, with Ukrainian artists abandoning their Russian-language songs or
performing them in Ukrainian (reported by the news portal FREEDOM [6]). Art has united
Ukrainians from the first weeks of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Consequently, Ukrainian folk art (decorative and applied) can serve as a means of forming
national identity. How does this happen in institutions of out-of-school education?

To visualize the educational process, we have developed a structural-functional model for

forming national identity among students of institutions of out-of-school education through
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decorative and applied arts. The structure of the educational process, which defines the modern
model of teaching and education, is an integrated set of its main components.

Let us explore the content of the main blocks of the structural-functional model for forming
national identity among students of institutions of out-of-school education through decorative and
applied arts.

1. The target block (Figure 2). It reveals the purpose, tasks, and main principles of forming
national identity in students of institutions of out-of-school education. The realization of the goal is
possible through the completion of a set of tasks: cognitive (studying the history of one’s country,
region, features of folk art, folk customs, traditions, rituals, and developing skills in creating
decorative and applied art products), developmental (developing cognitive, social, and creative
activity), and educational (instilling respect and love for one’s country, native land, humanitarian
values, tolerant attitudes toward other countries (except the aggressor country) and their

representatives, as well as communication skills).

| The aim: |
forming national identity among students of institutions of out-of-school education
through decorative and applied art

| Tasks: |
educating respectful attitude to- educating respectful attitude to-
wards family, language, cultural heritage wards family, language, cultural heritage
and history of one’s nation and history of one’s nation
| Principles: |

humanization, conformity to nature, unity of universal and national values, ethnicization,
cultural conformity, continuity and continuity, independence and activity, complexity and variabil-
ity of the individual

Figure 2. The target block of the structural-functional model of forming national identity among students
of institutions of out-of-school education

2. The content block (Figure 3). It reveals the types of activities for forming national
identity: artistic-creative (learning the features of folk art from one’s country and region, the
technology of making decorative and applied art products, and folk customs and traditions);
cognitive (with an emphasis on traditional regional culture); value-oriented (focused on assimilating
the values of traditional culture and forming ethnocultural views and evaluations during active
participation in various forms of the educational process); communicative (based on emotional
communication during the educational process); recreational (based on communication around

ethnocultural interests) [17].
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Figure 3. The content block of the structural-functional model of forming national identity among
students of institutions of out-of-school education

The content of the educational process is focused on studying nationwide and regional
artistic examples of various genres of works, theatrical reconstruction of calendar and family rituals,
and holidays; oral forms (stories and discussions about folk culture, explanations and
demonstrations of regional features of decorative and applied art products, differences in the
meaning of ornamental and colour solutions, analysis of different ethnocultural phenomena); visual
forms (decorative and applied art products, family relics, museum exhibits); complex forms (games,

entertainment, competitions, communication); technical forms (materials and equipment for making



218 Theoretical and Methodical Problems of Children and Youth Education Ne28 2024. Vol. 1.

products, traditional decorative and applied arts, video and audio equipment for familiarizing with
folk folklore, traditional holidays, rituals, and conducting virtual tours of folk art museums of one’s
country).

To implement the goal of the structural-functional model for forming national identity
among students of institutions of out-of-school education through decorative and applied arts, the
following requirements for selecting educational materials have been identified:

e selection based on their value for understanding the regional specifics of traditional
culture and art;

e practical significance of ethnocultural knowledge and the possibility of applying it in daily
life;

e accessibility for assimilation;

e the necessity of preserving and transmitting it to future generations.

In the structural-functional model we have presented, the process of forming national
identity among students of institutions of out-of-school education through decorative and applied
arts is associated with the following areas of hobby club activities:

e artistic and aesthetic, which ensures the artistic and aesthetic education and cultivation of
an individual capable of self-development and self-improvement, and fosters the formation of their
artistic and aesthetic culture through the best national and global cultural achievements. It also
develops the ability to enrich their people’s cultural and artistic traditions.

e tourist and local history, which involves engaging students in active research and
exploration activities related to the comprehensive study of life in specific territories, the
examination of particular geographic and folk heritage objects, and the phenomena of social life in a
natural and historical context.

e research and experimental, which includes involving children and adolescents in
scientific research and exploratory activities, disseminating scientific knowledge in ethnic culture,
transforming it into a tool for creatively understanding the world, and writing scientific works on
ethnography, art studies, local history, folklore, literary creativity, and defending these works in
competitions of the Junior Academy of Sciences of Ukraine members and candidates.

e leisure and entertainment, focusing on organizing cultural leisure activities for children
and adolescents. This includes acquiring and assimilating knowledge about their people’s ethnic
culture through participating in traditional calendar-based festivals, interacting with peers in various
recreational and entertainment activities, improving psychological well-being, and relieving mental
and physical stress.

The analysis of the literature on forming national identity among students of institutions of

out-of-school education through decorative and applied art, as well as the elaboration of modern
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methodological developments and recommendations on the problem, allowed us to identify the
most effective, in our opinion, forms of work in institutions of out-of-school education — a
combination of traditional (student exhibitions, competitions, excursions) and innovative —
involvement of parents in the educational process (exhibitions of parents’ works, research on own
genealogies and family history, master classes for parents, individual educational itineraries).

For implementing the structural-functional model, the methods of forming national identity
among students of institutions of out-of-school education through decorative and applied art are
also relevant. In the process of educating a person, it is essential to focus attention not only on the
issues of achieving the goal, solving the tasks of education, its content, principles, that is, what to
do, but also on how to do it (and this is especially important!).

The structural-functional model presents the main organizational and pedagogical conditions
in forming national identity among students of institutions of out-of-school education through
decorative and applied art:

e a cross-curricular educational program designed to acquaint students with the national and
cultural-historical features of a particular region to students of hobby clubs of various directions of
a particular institution of out-of-school education;

e a set of educational programs for hobby clubs of decorative and applied arts according to
the classification of levels;

e training “Ukrainian National Identity”;

e raising the professional level of teachers.

3. The diagnostic block (Figure 4) provides a diagnosis of the levels of formation of national
identity in pupils of institutions of out-of-school education through decorative and applied art. The
components of education of a certain quality are determined: cognitive, emotional-value, practical-
activity.

The criteria of the cognitive component reflect knowledge of the history and peculiarities of the
native culture, its traditions and customs; availability of knowledge about national art and other
countries of the world (indicators: knowledge of the native language, history of the national
community, folk customs, traditions, rituals, art, multi-ethnic composition of Ukrainian society).

The criteria of the emotional-value component are aimed at determining the value attitude
towards the cultural heritage of one’s ethnicity; self-awareness as a subject of the Ukrainian multi-
ethnic nation, showing respect and tolerance for people and cultures of other nationalities (indicators:
self-identification as a representative of a particular nation, the presence of national dignity in
belonging to the Ukrainian people, awareness of the vital role of one’s ethnicity in the history of the

multi-ethnic composition of Ukrainian society, tolerant relations with representatives of other ethnic

groups).
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The criteria of the practical-activity component reflect a tolerant attitude towards other cultures
and their representatives; the presence of a desire to master national and world cultural heritage
(indicators: advocacy of the need to preserve cultural values, prevent the deterioration and destruction
of cultural values of the nation and promote their revival, application of knowledge of national culture

in everyday life).

Criteria for forming national identity among students of institutions of out-of-school
education through decorative and applied art

the cognitive the emotional- the practical activity

component reflects value component is aimed component reflects a tolerant
knowledge of the history at a valuable attitude to the attitude towards other cultures
and features of the native cultural heritage of one's and their representatives; the
culture, its traditions and own and other ethnic presence of a desire to master
customs; knowing art groups; self-awareness as a national and world cultural

subject of the Ukrainian heritage

poly-ethnic nation of the

Ukrainian people

| Diagnostic tools: questionnaires, tests, conversation, observation |

Result: awareness of the individual’s sense of national dignity for belonging to the
Ukrainian people; knowledge of the history and culture of one’s own ethnic group and
representatives of other ethnic groups that are part of the Ukrainian nation; showing respect and
tolerance for people and cultures of other nationalities; the ability to preserve the monuments of
the material and spiritual culture of the nation

Figure. 4. Diagnostic block of the structural-functional model of forming national identity among
students of institutions of out-of-school education

It should be noted that implementing a structural-functional model in the practices of
institutions of out-of-school education significantly increased the effectiveness of the process of
national identity formation, as confirmed by the experiment results. In the experimental groups,
there was a more dynamic reduction in the number of students with a low level of national identity
formation and an increase in the number of students with medium and high levels compared to the
control groups.

Discussion. The research has demonstrated that the issue of forming national identity is
closely interconnected with all spheres of life and has a synthetic nature. It manifests itself in
various aspects of an ethnic group’s existence: language, child-rearing, clothing, housing
arrangements, household management, folklore, art, and more, as confirmed by the works of
scholars such as H. Lozko, M.Popovych, and other ethnologists.

The scientific works of scholars, educators, and cultural figures who continued the struggle
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for Ukraine’s national revival are significant for the study. Through Ukrainian schools, they aimed
to foster national self-awareness and patriotic and civic feelings in the younger generation. Patriotic
ideas were deeply embedded in the works of the prominent figure O. Dukhnovych, who, in his
writings, called for strengthening the love for one’s nationality and instilling this love in the people.
Dukhnovych considered native education the most important means of societal transformation and
urged a return to folk pedagogy, as Ukrainian songs, proverbs, sayings, and tongue twisters reflect
the entire historical journey of the Ukrainian people. A key feature of national identity, according to
O. Dukhnovych, is the native language and the historical and national traditions of one’s homeland.

We fully agree with the conclusions of L. Maievska, T. Matseikiv, O. Murzin, M. Stepiko,
E. Smith, and Ya. Chepiha, whose works emphasized that national culture, defined as the synthesis
of the culture of the titular ethnic group and those of national minorities, primarily determines the
unique image of any country and its people within the diverse mosaic of human civilization. These
works underscore that ethnoculture is based on worldview and value systems, serving as the
spiritual and moral foundation upon which a personality with unique traits and steadfast national
identity is built.

Conclusion. One of the effective means of forming national identity, which contributes to
the comprehensive development of students’ personalities, is the activity of institutions of out-of-
school education aimed at engaging students in decorative and applied arts. This activity is based on
the study, assimilation, and retransmission of Ukrainian traditional folk culture as a socio-historical
phenomenon that reflects the Ukrainian people's worldview, moral-ethical, and aesthetic values.

Forming national identity in institutions of out-of-school education should be considered a
holistic pedagogical system that ensures the ethnization of children as an integral component of
their personality development from the perspective of shaping their worldview, social, and moral
positions based on national and cultural-historical values. This approach involves employing a set
of core principles: historical and cultural orientation of education and training through organizing
the educational process based on the history and culture of the peoples living in a particular region
or country; integration of educational disciplines, such as mastering decorative and applied arts in
unity with studying songs, music, traditions, rituals; identification and self-actualization of the
individual.

The process of shaping national identity is ensured by acquiring ethnocultural knowledge
and participating creatively in developing one’s native culture. In this regard, there is a need to
develop new educational program content for institutions of out-of-school education to implement
the main directions of the studied issue.

It is now essential to outline ways to implement ethnocultural activities of institutions in the

context of various educational directions aimed at developing folk crafts and trades, seeking
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effective methods of personality development in the dynamic conditions of modern life, and

experimentally working out ways to achieve this through ethnocultural means.
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Kanouoam neodazo2ivHux HayK, CMapuuil HayKosutl cniepooimuux,
Tnemumym npoonem suxosanns HAIIH Ykpainu,

M. Kuis

®OPMYBAHHS HAIIIOHAJIBHOI IIEHTUYHOCTI
Y BUXOBAHIIIB 3AKJIAJIIB TO3AIIKLJIBHOI OCBITH

Anomauia. Y cmammi axyenmosano yeacy HA MOMY, WO BANCIUBUM ACHEKMOM OCBIMHbLOZO
npoyecy € po3eumox i 6UX08AHHs NIOPOCAIOU020 NOKOMIHHA HA 3AcA0ax KYAbMYpPHOI cnaduwjunu pionozo
Hapooy, hopmysantsa po3yMinHa OimMbMU 81ACHOL I0eHMUYHOCTI 31 CBOEI HAYIOHANIBLHOIK CNITbHOMOIO.

Memorwo cmammi € 00TpYHMYBAHHSL CIMPYKMYPU BPOYeCy popmyeaHHs HayioHATbHOT I0eHMUYHOCMI
V 8UX08AHYIE 3AKNA0I6 NO3AWKIIbHOL 0cgimu. Bionogiono 00 memu eupiuty8anucs 3a60aHHA. 0OIPYHIMY8amu
ehekmuenicms ~ 0eKOPAMUBHO-YHCUMKOB020 — Mucmeymea AK  3aco0y  (opmysanHs  HAYIOHANbHOL
ideHmuyHOCmMi )y BUXO0BAHYIB 3aKIA0I8 NO3AUIKLILHOI OCBIMU; POIKPUMU 3MICH OCHOBHUX 0O10KI8 MoOeli
Gopmysanns HAYIOHANLHOI [OEHMUYHOCMI Y BUXOBAHYIE 3AKAA0I6 NO3AWKITLHOL oceimu  3acobamu
0eKOPAMUBHO-YIHCUMKOBO20 MUCTEYMBA

3 memoro eupiulenHs OOCHTIOHUYbKUX 3A60aHb HAMU OYI0 GUKOPUCHAHO MeOpemudHi Memoou
auHanizy, cunmesy U y3aeanvHeHHs 08 noOyo008u MOOeli 0C8IMHbLO2O Npoyecy HopMySsanHs HAYIOHATLHOT
i0eHmuyHOCmi Y 8UX0BAHYIE 3aKAA0I68 NO3AWKITILHOL 0CEIMU.

Iliomeepooiceno, wo  chneyupiunoro  Memow  YKPAIHCbKO20 — BUXOBAHHS €  NPUWENJIeHHS
0epAHCABHUYLKO20 C8IMO2TIADY, KOMU C80H 00N U ocobucme wacms mOOUHA NOB'A3VE i3 6IACHON
VNOPAOKOBAHOW 0epHCABOI0, WO MAE MIYHI MOPAIbHI NIOSAIUHU Ma 000pI U WAHOBAHI THOObMU 3AKOHU.
Hawa ocsima i euxosannsa nogurHi Oymu Cy4yacHumu, moomo cRUpamucs Ha OyX08HY CULy C80€i mpaouyii,
ajne OpieHmy8amucs Ha menepiuni nompeodu Hauio2o CyCnilbCmed, a i0mMax ocsaeamu €8PONECcyKi 0C8ImHi
cmanoapmu. Pospobneno cmpykmypHO-(YHKYIOHATbHY MOOeTb  npoyecy opmy8aHHs HAYIOHATbHOT
i0enmuyHoCmi 'y 6UX0BAHYIE 3aKNAI8 NO3AWKIILHOI 0C8Iimu  3acobamu  OeKOPAMuEHO-YHCUMKOBO20
Mucmeymaa.

YV sucnoskax naconowteno ma HeobXionocmi po3poONeHHs HOB020 3MICIY HAGUANLHUX NPOSPaAM
nozawkinohoi oceimu. Huni Ha uaci — oxkpecients cnocobis peanizayii emuoKy1bmypHoi OisibHOCME 3aKAA0Y
NO3AUIKITLHOT 0CEIMU 8 KOHMEKCMI PI3HUX HANPAMIE BUXOBHOI OIIbHOCMI, CHPAMOBAHUX HA PO3GUMOK
HAPOOHUX NPOMUCTI8 | pemecel, NOULYK epheKmUusHUX mMexHoN02il 8UX08AHHA OCOOUCMOCMI 8 OUHAMIYHUX
VYMOBAX CbO2OOEHHS], eKCHePUMEHMANbHO20 GIONPAYIOBAHHS UWATAXIE 1020 30ilICHEHH eMHOKYIbMYPHUMU
3acobamu.

Knrouoei cnosa: nayionanvua ioenmuunicmos, 3aKia0 NO3AWKIILHOL 0C8ImMU, MOOeNb, 0eKOPAMUBHO-
VHCUMKOBE MUCTNEYMBO, 0CEIMHILl npoyec.
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