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Abstract. The article characterizes the historiography of the problem, which made it possible to identify the works of scientists who 

were directly involved in the development of theoretical and methodological foundations of the content of general secondary education 

in independent Ukraine (1991-2017). The author has systematized and typologized the source complex: official documents (laws, 

doctrines, standards, concepts), analytical materials (national report, etc.), initiative authorial (individual, collective) concepts of the 

content of educational branches of general secondary education. 
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Introduction. With the proclamation of Ukraine's inde-

pendence in the new socio-political, socio-economic and 

cultural realities, the priority task of the state policy has 

become the renewal of the content as one of the most im-

portant components of general secondary education. Its 

conceptual foundations have become the subject of study 

at the state, scientific, educational-practical and social lev-

els. The published works of scientists, teachers, education 

chiefs are on the pages of periodicals, where they covered 

theoretical and methodological approaches to reforming 

the content in accordance with the new requirements of the 

Ukrainian school. Now the historiographic understanding 

of this process in independent Ukraine is gaining rele-

vance. 

A brief overview of publications on the topic. 

Historiographic search has shown that various aspects of 

the problem of reforming the content of general secondary 

education in independent Ukraine in the historical and 

pedagogical aspect, to a greater or lesser extent, were 

considered by scientists during the outlined period: V. 

Kremen, 1999, 2000, 2003, 2015; O. Savchenko, 2002; N. 

Bibik, 2007; M. Vachevskiy, G. Kilyova, 2010; V. 

Kasyanov, 2015; V. Kamyshyn, B. Piontkovskyi-

Vykhvaten, N. Fedorova, 2015 and others. [11; 12; 13; 14; 

15; 6; 10; 9; 8]. We raise this issue in our publications (L. 

Berezivska, 2011; 2018; 2019; 2020) [1; 2; 3; 4; 5]. At the 

same time, we state the absence of historiographical works 

devoted to the problem of reforming the content of general 

secondary education in Ukraine during 1991–2017. 

The purpose of the article is to characterize 

historiography and sources of the study on the outlined 

topic to identify the issues that deserve further study. 

Materials and methods. To achieve the goal, we have 

analyzed modern periodicals, analytical materials, on the 

pages of which were presented regulatory documents and 

articles on reforming the content of school education in 

Ukraine during the period under study. At the same time, 

various methods were used, in particular, historiographic 

analysis and historiographic synthesis, source study, 

thematic, chronological, which enabled the reconstruction 

of the reflection of the process of reforming the content of 

general secondary education in independent Ukraine in the 

scientific works (1991–2017). 

Results and Discussion. The historiographic 

knowledge of the problem made it possible to identify a 

number of works that consider the process of reforming the 

content of general secondary education in the era of 

independence (1991-2017). First of all, these are the works 

of scientists who were directly involved in the development 

of the theoretical and methodological foundations of the 

content of school education. It is noteworthy that these 

research surveys are also the sources of the study. 

The publications by academician V. Kremen are of his-

toriographic value. In the article "The content of education 

and a didactic strategy" (1999), the scientist reveals the cul-

tural and historical preconditions for building the content 

of education and the principles of didactic design of edu-

cational content in the context of the development of the 

state independence. Of importance is the idea that in the 

history of pedagogy, the problem “was solved in different 

ways: from the idea of general simplification to differenti-

ated acquisition of educational material within the frame-

work of certain educational programs. Those scientific ap-

proaches which are based on the principles of variability of 

the content of education on the basis of its fundamentality 

or practicality deserve attention too”[12, p. 51]. Changes in 

the content of general secondary education that took place 

during the first decade since gaining independence (on the 

importance of the State Standard of Primary Secondary Ed-

ucation, the Concept of 12-Year General Secondary Edu-

cation, the Laws "On Education", "On General Secondary 

Education") were analyzed by the minister of education 

and science of Ukraine V. Kremen in the article "Funda-

mental provisions of the state educational policy" (2000) 

[11]. In his opinion, the new content of education “should 

provide conditions for the intellectual, social, moral and 

physical development and self-development of pupils, the 

upbringing of a citizen-patriot, and thereby lay the founda-

tion for the establishment of a democratic society” [11, p. 

7]. 

Researchers M. Vachevskyi, G. Kilyova substantiate the 

main directions of strategic changes in the development 

and implementation of the content of general secondary ed-

ucation. In particular, they note that “improving the content 

of education is traditionally a topical and multifaceted 

problem. Objectively, its solution cannot be completed for 

a long period of time, since the state and society are con-

stantly changing the requirements for the quality of educa-

tion, new ideas appear in pedagogical science, the results 

of content approbation in mass pedagogical practice are 
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comprehended” [10, p.18]. M. Zerkal analyzes the regula-

tory framework, peculiarities of the content of curricula, 

textbooks for secondary and specialized educational insti-

tutions of ethnic minorities in an independent state during 

1990-2000. [7]. V. Kamyshyn, N. Fedorova, B. Piontkov-

skyi-Vyhvaten characterize the changes in the content of 

secondary education aimed at the development of gifted 

students (regulatory framework, academic subjects, educa-

tional institutions, conceptual ideas for reforming the con-

tent of education, basic and variable components, lyceums 

and gymnasiums as new types of educational institutions, 

etc.) in Ukraine in the 90s of the XXth century [8]. V. 

Kasyanov, on the basis of experts' conclusions, cites prob-

lems related to the content of school education (redundancy 

of the "academic" component and overload of school cur-

ricula and textbooks, lack of plans for a systemic reform of 

the content of secondary education) [9, p. 29]. 

The article by academician O. Savchenko "Stages of re-

forming the content of school education in Ukraine during 

the years of independence" (2002) deserves special atten-

tion, describing the most important ideological and peda-

gogical prerequisites that determined the selection of the 

content of general secondary education in Soviet times, 

four periods of reforming the content of school education 

in Ukraine during 1991-2002: 1991-1995 – depoliticizing 

the content of education and entering into a national char-

acter; 1996-1999 – work at the state standard of general 

secondary education; 1998-2000 – rethinking the goals of 

general secondary education as a social institution and an 

integral system that makes up lifelong education; 2000-

2002 – creating a draft Basic Curriculum for general and 

high school [15]. In the source study dimension, the publi-

cation covers the history of the creation of certain regula-

tory documents. 

In this direction, the article by academician N. Bibik 

"Problems of scientific support for the modernization of 

general secondary education (based on the report at a sci-

entific session dedicated to the 15th anniversary of the 

NAES of Ukraine)" (2007) stands out. The scientist reveals 

the significance of the State standard of general secondary 

education, the Concept of profile education for the devel-

opment of new content, notes the leading role of scientists 

of the Institute of Pedagogy of the Academy of Educational 

Sciences of Ukraine in the development of these docu-

ments [6]. 

The collective work "On the content of general second-

ary education: scientific and analytical report" (2015) [14] 

is fundamental in the context of the problem under study. 

As it states, it was the National Academy of Educational 

Sciences of Ukraine, upon the initiative of its president, 

academician V. Kremen, that began a public project for the 

preparation of a scientific and analytical report on the prob-

lems of improving the content of education [14, p. 5]. It is 

noteworthy that scientists from the Institute of Pedagogy, 

G.S. Kostyuk Institute of Psychology, the Institute of Prob-

lems of Educational of the Academy of Educational Sci-

ences of Ukraine, A.M. Marzeyev Institute of Hygiene and 

Medical Ecology of the Academy of Medical Sciences of 

Ukraine joined the development of this document. The 

team of authors (N. Bibik, G. Vaskivska, L. Velychko, O. 

Lyashenko, S. Maksymenko, Yu. Malyovanyi, O. Pome-

tun, V. Redko, A. Savchenko, O. Topuzov, etc.) on the ba-

sis of methodological documentation (state standards, cur-

ricula and programs) and textbooks, analysed the content 

of primary, basic and complete general secondary educa-

tion in general and in educational sectors in particular. It is 

important that the report reveals the history of the creation 

of basic documents that ensured the reform of the content 

of general secondary education. 

The scientific publication "National Report on the State 

and Prospects for the Development of Education in 

Ukraine" edited by academician V. Kremen (2016), is of 

importantance among others. This collective publication 

highlights the features of the state policy in the field of ed-

ucation, in particular, it reflects the formation and develop-

ment of the content of general secondary education in 

Ukraine during 1991-2016 [13]. 

The historiographic search showed the absence in 

Ukrainian historiography of systematic work both on re-

forming the content of general secondary education in 

Ukraine of the outlined period, and on the historiography 

of this problem. At the same time, its historiographic 

knowledge made it possible to identify and typologize the 

accumulated sources. 

Based on the source analysis of periodicals and Internet 

resources, we have systematized the source base of the 

problem of reforming the content of general secondary ed-

ucation in independent Ukraine. It should be noted that an 

important component of the source complex are official 

documents (laws, doctrines, strategies, concepts), which 

outline the conceptual foundations of the content of general 

secondary education:: Concept of General Secondary 

School of Ukraine (1991), State National Program "Osvita" 

("Ukraine of the XXI Century") (1993), Concept of State 

Standard of General Secondary Education in Ukraine 

(1996), Draft Law of Ukraine "On General Secondary Ed-

ucation" (1997), Law of Ukraine "On General Secondary 

Education" (1999), Concept of General Secondary Educa-

tion (12-year school) (2001), National Doctrine of Educa-

tion Development (2002), Concept of specialized educa-

tion in high school (2003), Concept of developing a new 

version of the State Standard of Primary General Education 

(2010), National Strategy for Education Development in 

Ukraine until 2021 (2013), Concept of specialized educa-

tion in high school (2013), Concept of secondary school in 

Ukraine (2015), Concept of implementation of state policy 

in the field of general education reform secondary educa-

tion "New Ukrainian School" for the period up to 2029 

(2016), the Law of Ukraine "On Education" (2017). 

In the source complex, a significant place is occupied by 

analytical documents the White Book of National Educa-

tion of Ukraine (2010) National Report on the State and 

Prospects of Education Development in Ukraine (2011), 

National Report on the State and Prospects of Education 

Development in Ukraine (2016). 

A separate group of sources is made up of state stand-

ards of general secondary education as a tool for preserv-

ing a single educational space of Ukraine: primary (State 

standard for primary general education, 2001; State stand-

ard for primary general education for children in need of 

correction of physical and (or) mental development, 2004; 

State standard for primary general education, 2006; State 

standard for primary general education, 2011) and general 

basic and complete secondary education (State standard 

for basic and complete secondary education, 2004; State 
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standard for basic and complete general secondary educa-

tion, 2011). 

The authorial initiative (individual. collective) concepts 

became a new genre of modeling the content of educational 

areas of general secondary education in the times of inde-

pendence. Among them, there are those in which the con-

tent of general secondary education is considered as a com-

ponent of lifelong education (Concept of labor training of 

pupils of the national school of Ukraine, 1991; Concept of 

literary education, 1994; Concept of informatization, 1994; 

Concept of continuous historical education in Ukraine, 

1995; Concept of continuous biological education in 

Ukraine, 1995; Concept of continuous basic chemical edu-

cation in Ukraine, 1995; Concept of language education in 

Ukraine 2011, etc.). 

A separate group includes the concepts of the content of 

educational areas of general secondary education, 

namely: Concept of literary education. The unity of the na-

tional humanitarian education in the multiethnic conditions 

of Ukraine, 1992, 1993; Concept "Ukrainian Studies", 

1994; Concept of school mathematical education, 1996; 

Concept of studying languages of national minorities in 

general education schools of Ukraine, 1997; Concept of 

teaching foreign languages at a 12-year general secondary 

education school, 2004; Concept of school biological edu-

cation, 2001; Concept of school chemistry education, 

2001; Concept of physical education at a 12-year general 

education school, 2001; Concept of teaching informatics at 

general education institutions, 2013; Concept of teaching 

geography of Ukraine at basic and high school, 2017, etc. 

These works cover one or all levels of general secondary 

education. 

The named documents which are different in volume, 

structure and purpose, reflect changes in the content of gen-

eral secondary education in general and educational areas 

in particular during the development of Ukrainian state-

hood. They are the result of the creative work of a cohort 

of Ukrainian scientists and educators. 

Conclusions. Thus, historical and pedagogical histori-

ography does not contain a holistic, comprehensive and 

systematic work on reforming the content of general sec-

ondary education in independent Ukraine (1991-2017). 

The first attempt at historiographic cognition of the prob-

lem made it possible to identify the research of the creators 

of the national education system (N. Bibik, V. Kremen, O. 

Lyashenko, O. Savchenko, etc.) that presented evaluative 

judgments about the dynamic process of developing the 

theoretical foundations of the content of general secondary 

education, normative bases in different years of the re-

searched period. At the same time, the fulfilled source 

study search made it possible to systematize and typologize 

the initial complex of the problem: official documents 

(laws, doctrines, standards, concepts), analytical materials 

(national report, etc.), initiative authorial (individual, col-

lective) concepts of the content of general secondary edu-

cation. Among them, two groups can be distinguished: the 

first one includes concepts presenting the content of gen-

eral secondary education as a component of lifelong edu-

cation; the second includes concepts reflecting the content 

for all levels of general secondary education. These docu-

ments require further study in the historical and source 

study context which will be discussed in our publications. 
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